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Preamble 

AN EDUCATED CITIZENRY being indispensable to the preservation of our civic 
rights and liberties; creating, securing, and applying knowledge and wisdom among 
the people being the chief mission of our university; and active participation in our 
own education being imperative to the success of these undertakings; 

we, the engineering students of the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor campus, 
hereby establish this Constitution for the Engineering Student Government 

to guarantee advocation on behalf of engineering students to both internal and 
external entities, to foster a community of inclusivity and collaboration among the 
student body, and to support engineering student activities and initiatives. 

Preface 

The key words "MUST", "MUST NOT", "REQUIRED", 
"SHALU', "SHALL NOT", "SHOULD", "SHOULD NOT", 
"RECOMMENDED", "MAY", and "OPTIONAL" in this 
and any subordinate documents are to be interpreted as 
described in RFC 21 19^. 

Article I 

Name, Authority, and Definitions 

Section 1 . Name and Scope The government herein constituted shall be named 
the Engineering Student Government (ESG) and shall consist of the Executive Branch 
and the Senate herein defined. 

Section 2. Authority The power under this constitution and in any bylaws 
adopted by the government is derived from the University of Michigan-Ann Ar- 
bor's All-Campus Constitution. 

Section 3. Definitions The following terms, when referenced in this Consti- 
tution or in any Bylaws, shall have the following meanings: 

(a) "All-Campus Constitution" refers to the Central Student Government's cur- 
rent revision of the All-Campus Constitution as approved by the University 
of Michigan- Ann Arbor's student body. 

(b) "Bylaws" refers to any and all bylaws adopted by ESG. 

^https : //www. ietf . org/rf c/rf c2119 . txt 
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(c) "Central Student Government" and "CSG" refer to the campus-wide student 
government that is recognized by the Regents of the University of Michigan 
as representing all the students enrolled in the University's Ann Arbor cam- 
pus. 

(d) "College of Engineering" refers to the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor's 
College of Engineering. 

(e) "College of Engineering Student" means an Engineering Student whose cur- 
rent primary enrollment is with the College of Engineering, to the exclusion 
of those students enrolled in programs housed in schools or colleges other 
than the College of Engineering, such as the Horace H. Rackham School of 
Graduate Studies or the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts. 

(f) "Constitution" refers to this docimient. 

(g) "Engineering Student" and "Student" mean a candidate for degree(s) who is 
currently enrolled in any program administered by the College of Engineer- 
ing or a candidate for degree(s) who is currently enrolled in such a program 
for the following academic semester, as defined by the Bylaws. 

(h) "Engineering Student Government" and "ESG" refer to the University of 
Michigan College of Engineering's student government herein established. 
While the government is housed within the College of Engineering, pursuant 
to relevant precedent, its scope shall encompass all Engineering Students. 

(i) "The Executive Branch" consists of the executive officers and any subordinate 
personnel as well as any other individuals so designated by the Senate or the 
Bylaws. 

(j) "The Senate" is the legislative branch of the Engineering Student Govern- 
ment, consisting of all currently seated Senate Members and executive offi- 
cers. 

(k) "Senate Member" refers to the set of Elected Members, Associate Members, 
and any other persons as specified in the Bylaws. 

(1) "Student Body" and "Students" refers to the current group of people who 
satisfy the definition of Engineering Student. 

(m) "University" refers to the University of Michigan-Ann Arbor. 

Section 4. Conflicts and Precedence The governing precedence of the En- 
gineering Student Government shall be: 

(a) the rules and regulations of the University and College as they relate to stu- 
dent governments or student organizations; 
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(b) the All-Campus Constitution; 

(c) this constitution; and 

(d) any Bylaws adopted by ESC 

Any conflict or ambiguity not covered by this precedence shall be resolved by the 
CSC Central Student Judiciary on a case-by-case basis. 

Article II 
Powers and Functions 

Section 1. Rules ESG may create rules and sanctions for the governing of stu- 
dents within the College of Engineering. Any such rules adopted by ESG shall be 
presented to the Dean of the College for review and approval. 

Section 2. Fees ESG shall levy fees to Students, as approved by majority vote 
of the Student Body, pursuant to Article I §C of the All-Campus Constitution. 

Section 3. Appropriations ESG shall keep, manage, and appropriate monies 
collected under Article II §2 and all other sources of income. 

Section 4. Sponsorship ESG shall appropriate funds for programs designed 
to enhance and improve the Engineering Student community pursuant to the rules 
contained in the Government's bylaws. 

Section 5. Lobbying ESG may lobby for the interests of Students within the 
University and externally to federal, state, and local entities as deemed appropriate 
by the Senate. 

Section 6. Representation ESG shall represent the interests of the Student 
Body to all school, university, and external entities. 

Section 7. Appointments ESG shall be the sole appointer of Student repre- 
sentatives for all committees requesting engineering student views and input. 

Section 8. Elections Each year, ESG shall hold two elections for candidates 
to serve on the ESG Senate. The Senate may, by a simple majority vote, order 
additional elections for other purposes. Elections may include referenda. 

Section 9. Bylaws ESG may establish Bylaws in order to exercise its powers 
and to carry out the functions described herein. 
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Section 10. Operations ESG shall remain in force throughout the entire cal- 
endar year. 

Section 1 1 . Referenda ESG may send to the student body such questions as 
it deems necessary by a majority vote. Such questions can be informational, such 
as to gauge the general opinion of the student body on a given issue, or binding 
such that the outcome of the vote will be binding on ESG policy decisions. 

Section 12. Resolutions ESG may issue resolutions in accordance with rele- 
vant procedures in the Bylaws. ESG shall have the power to issue resolutions on 
behalf of the student body, in two forms: 

(a) A Sense of the Senate (SS) shall be an official statement on behalf of the stu- 
dent body as articulated by its Senate; and 

(b) A Senate Resolution (SR) shall be an official policy declaration of the student 
body as articulated by its Senate. Senate Resolutions shall be binding on all 
officers, members, and committees of ESG for matters pertaining to ESG in- 
ternal business. In the case where the subject of a SR is external to ESG, The 
President shall transmit the approved SR to the Dean of the College of En- 
gineering for review and approval as well as such other officers, offices, or 
entities as directed by the resolution or as appropriate. 

Article III 
Executive Branch 

Section 1. Common Rights and Responsibilities All constitutional officers 
are executive officers and have the rights and privileges of Senate Members, in- 
cluding a vote. Upon the seating of such an officer, that officer must forfeit their 
Senate seat if they currently occupy one. Upon the election of a new officer, the 
current holder of said office is responsible for training the incoming officer during 
the subsequent two weeks with respect to the duties of the office. 

Section 2. President The President shall: 

(a) be the chief executive officer of ESG and President of the Engineering Student 
Body; 

(b) be authorized to speak on behalf of the ESG Senate, its committees, and the 
Engineering Student Body at large; 

(c) be an authorized signer on all ESG accounts; 

(d) be an ex officio voting member of all ESG committees; 
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(e) set the time, dates, frequency, and agendas for Senate meetings and chair 
Senate meetings; 

(f) set the time, dates, frequency, and agendas for all executive officer meetings 
and chair all meetings of the executive officers; 

(g) provide voting members with excused absences as deemed necessary and 
appropriate, subject to appeal by the Senate; 

(h) create, charge, and oversee ad hoc committees for specific projects and inter- 
ests; 

(i) present a report either orally or in writing to the Senate at each meeting de- 
tailing recent presidential activities; 

(j) appoint members of the Student Body to University and College committees 
as appropriate; 

(k) appoint members of the Student Body to vacant seats on the Senate subject to 
confirmation by the existing Senate as described in Article VI and the Bylaws, 
if applicable; and 

(1) fulfill any such responsibilities enumerated in the Bylaws. 

Sections. Vice President The Vice President shall: 

(a) be the chief operating officer of ESG and Vice President of the Engineering 
Student Body. 

(b) be an authorized signer on all ESG accounts. 

(c) coordinate the activities of ESG committees, including collecting and pub- 
lishing committee meeting minutes. 

(d) be an ex officio voting member of all ESG committees. 

(e) present a report either orally or in writing to the Senate at each meeting de- 
tailing recent vice-presidential activities or, if unable to attend, submit this 
report in writing to the president no later than 48 hours after the meeting; 

(f) assume the office of the President in the event that the position is vacated, as 
described in Article III §3; 

(g) manage ESG's communications activities including appointment — subject to 
Senate approval — of a newsletter editor and serving as editor for all external 
communications; and 

(h) fulfill any such responsibilities enumerated in the Bylaws or assigned by the 
President. 



5 



DRAFT 



Section 4. Treasurer The Treasurer shall: 

(a) be the chief financial officer of ESG with oversight authority of all ESG ac- 
counts and financial transactions; 

(b) be an authorized signer on all ESG accounts; 

(c) chair the Budgetary Committee as defined in Article III §4; 

(d) be an ex officio voting member of all ESG committees; 

(e) compile an ESG budget at the beginning of each academic term including 
committee budgets, budgets for projects owned by individual representa- 
tives, executive discretionary accounts, and other potential expenses; 

(f) present the prepared budget to the Senate with the advice and consent of the 
President by the third week of each semester for adoption, at which point 
a failure by the Senate to approve a budget after the fourth week of said 
semester shall constitute automatic approval of the treasurer's proposed bud- 
get; 

(g) disburse funds appropriated by the Budgetary Committee and the Senate as 
provided for in the Bylaws; 

(h) complete a full funding report at the close of each fall, winter, and spring/ summer 
semester detailing all expenditures, which shall be submitted to the Senate 
and published to the Student body; 

(i) manage the approved ESG budget and approve all disbursements from ESG 
accounts; 

(j) report the current state of the ESG budget and all ESG accounts, including 
pending credits and debits, at every general Senate meeting or, if unable to 
attend a meeting, submit this report in writing to the president no later than 
48 hours after the meeting; 

(k) have the authority to interpret the spirit and intent of funding articles of the 
bylaws and to implement the same, subject to approval by the President; and 

(1) fulfill any such responsibilities enumerated in the Bylaws or assigned by the 
President. 

Sections. Secretary The Secretary shall: 

(a) maintain an updated roster and attendance record for the Senate's elected 
and appointed members; 
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(b) vacate a representative's seat upon the accumulation of 3 unexcused absences; 

(c) take minutes at regular meetings of both the Senate and executive officers; 

(d) assist the Vice President with the management of ESG's communication, in- 
cluding the management of social media, the ESG website, and other forms 
of official communication; and 

(e) fulfill any such responsibilities enumerated in the Bylaws or assigned by the 
President. 

Section 6. Terms The President and Vice President shall assume their duties on 
the first day of classes of the spring semester and shall hold office for a period of one 
year or until a successor is elected in accordance with this constitution, whichever 
comes first. The Secretary and Treasurer shall assume their duties on January 1 and 
shall hold office for a period of one year or until a successor is elected in accordance 
with this constitution, whichever comes first. Any other executive officers shall 
serve terms as defined in the Bylaws. 

Section 7. Additional Ofhcers The ESG Bylaws may provide for the seating 
of additional executive officers. These officers shall not be given a vote on any 
official business, excepting that they additionally serve in a role that grants such a 
vote. In either case they shall have, at minimum, all rights and responsibilities of 
associate members. 

Article IV 
Legislative Branch 

Section 1. Rights and Responsibilities The ESG Senate shall serve as the 
legislative branch of the Engineering Student Government. The Senate shall be 
chaired by the President and vice-chaired by the Vice-President. All elected repre- 
sentatives have a vote in the Senate. The Senate shall consider issues of import to 
the student body and shall offer its input and directives as it sees fit. The Senate 
will have oversight of the Executive Branch in the following ways: 

(a) the Senate shall have the sole authority to approve or amend the ESG budget; 

(b) the Senate may also, with a two-thirds majority, overturn any action of the 
Executive Branch; and 

(c) any other forms of oversight explicitly enumerated in the Bylaws. 

All ESG members are required to attend general meetings. Any ESG member may 
receive an excused absence from the President provided permission is requested 
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within five days of the absence for reasons deemed appropriate by the President. 
After the accumulations of three unexcused absences, the member is immediately 
recalled. 

Section 2. Membership The Engineering Student Body shall be composed of 
three classes: 

(a) Elected Members, who are all Senate members who have been elected by the 
student body during a regular or special election or nominated by the Pres- 
ident and confirmed by the Senate to fill a vacancy, including constitutional 
officers. Only Elected Members may vote on official business during Senate 
meetings. Each Elected Member must be a member of at least one ESG com- 
mittee as defined in the bylaws. Failure to maintain active committee mem- 
bership shall be cause for the President to vacate a representative's seat. Any 
Elected Member may initiate a recall of another Elected Member as specified 
in Article IV §1. 

(b) Associate members, who may be seated as stipulated by the Bylaws. These 
members may not vote on any official business. 

(c) General constituents, who are members of the student body not included in 
the preceding classes of membership. All general constituents must be al- 
lowed and should be encouraged to attend ESG Senate and committee meet- 
ings and to provide information to the Senate and its committees when re- 
quested. Such individuals will not be allowed to participate in ESG debates 
or discussions without the permission of an Elected Member. 

Section 3. Bylaws The ESG Senate may, with a two-thirds majority, adopt By- 
laws and other such operating procedures as deemed appropriate, provided that 
they do not conflict with this constitution or any governing documents of higher 
precedence. 

Section 4. Committees The ESG Senate may establish committees. Standing 
committees will be defined within the Bylaws. Ad hoc committees may be formed 
on an as-needed basis by resolution of the Senate or by executive action of the pres- 
ident.The following standing committee(s) must be implemented in the Bylaws: 

(a) Budgetary Committee: ESG will allocate funds to student-organized activi- 
ties through a Budgetary Committee, which must be chaired by the treasurer. 
The Budgetary Committee will have primary responsibility and oversight of 
the College of Engineering student government fee as it is allocated to stu- 
dent activities and organizations. 
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Section 5. Directorships The Senate may establish directorships, which shall 
be considered a part of the Executive Branch, within the Bylaws and may assign 
rights and responsibilities. Directors will be appointed by the President and con- 
firmed by the Senate for a set term, as provided for by the President upon ap- 
pointment. Directors report directly to the executive officers under the general 
supervision of the Vice President. All actions made by the directors as allowed in 
the defining Bylaws may be vetoed by a majority vote of the executive officers or 
a two-thirds majority of the Senate. The following directorship (s) must be imple- 
mented in the Bylaws: 

(a) Elections Director: Engineering Student Government elections must be co- 
ordinated, administered, and certified by an elections director in accordance 
with Article V. Additional rights and responsibilities for the elections director 
may be defined in the Bylaws. 

Article V 
Elections 

Section 1. Dates Elections for Engineering Student Government Senate shall 
be twice each year, once in the fall semester and once in the winter semester. The 
dates for these elections will be the same as the dates for the CSG elections by 
default. The dates may be changed or extended by a simple majority of the Senate, 
but must not be of a shorter duration than the immediately prior CSG elections. 
Elections must be conducted using instant-runoff voting unless the Senate selects 
another preferential voting method on a per-election basis with consent of two- 
thirds of the Elected Membership. 

Section 2 . Seat Distribution A majority of Senate seats must be elected in the 
winter-semester election. A minimum of one-third of Senate seats must be elected 
in the fall-semester election. 

Section 3. Representative Terms The term for representatives elected in the 
fall semester starts on January 1. The term of office for representatives elected in 
winter semester starts on the first day of classes for the subsequent spring semester. 

Section 4. Apportionment Apportionment of representatives shall be pro- 
portional to the number of students enrolled at the time of elections in divisions 
as defined in the bylaws. There shall be one representative per 300 students or ma- 
jor fraction thereof. Each division must have a minimum of two representatives, 
regardless of enrollment. 



9 



DRAFT 



Section 5. Presidential Election The President shall be popularly elected 
by the engineering student body during the winter-semester elections, in conjunc- 
tion with the ESG Senate elections. 

Section 6. Presidential Eligibility Candidates for President must: 

(a) be a member of the College of Engineering student body; and 

(b) have either the approval of one-third of the Senate or the written approval of 
1% of the student body. 

Section 7. Officer Elections Upon certification of the winter-semester elec- 
tion results, the Senate-elect shall convene with the President-elect for the sole pur- 
pose of nominating and electing the Vice President, and other such officers as de- 
fined in the bylaws. Upon certification of the fall-semester election results, the 
Senate-elect shall convene with the President-elect for the sole purpose of nomi- 
nating and electing the Treasurer, Secretary, and other such officers as defined in 
the bylaws. 

Article VI 
Recall and Appointment Power 

Section 1 . Recall For conduct deemed inappropriate by members of the Sen- 
ate, a recall vote may be initiated against a representative, director, or officer. A 
Senate member shall be considered recalled after a seconded motion and three- 
fourths affirmative vote of the Senate. Upon such a vote, the recalled member shall 
no longer hold that seat on the Senate or any other appointed positions under the 
auspices of the Engineering Student Government. The recalled member will be 
eligible to stand for election at the next general election. 

The Senate may recall a director by a two-thirds majority. The executive officers 
may, by a three-fourths majority, temporarily suspend a director until the next Sen- 
ate meeting, before or during which the cause for suspension will be presented to 
the Senate. The Senate must vote whether to recall the suspended director at that 
meeting. A failure of the Senate to recall a suspended director will automatically 
reinstate the director. 

Section 2. Senate Appointments In the event of a vacancy due to recall, elec- 
tion to an officer position, graduation, resignation, or any other reason, the Presi- 
dent may canvass the Student Body to invite interested Students to serve as rep- 
resentatives for the remainder of the term. Any Associate Member in the same 
division as the vacant seat should be included in the President's nomination con- 
siderations. The President may nominate an Engineering Student to fill the va- 
cancy. If the nominated student is enrolled in the same division as the vacant seat. 
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a simple majority vote of the Senate shall be required to confirm the nomination. In 
the event that the nominated student is enrolled in a different division than the va- 
cant seat, a two-thirds majority vote shall be required to confirm the nomination. 
The appointed representative shall only serve out the remainder of the previous 
representative's term. 

Section 3. Executive Appointments If the President cannot fulfill the duties 
of the President, as described in this Constitution and the Bylaws, or is recalled, 
the Vice President shall assume the office of the President for the remainder of the 
term. If an officer other than the President cannot fulfill the duties of that offi- 
cer 's position as described in this Constitution and in the Bylaws, or is recalled, the 
President should nominate a successor. The Senate must either confirm or reject 
that nomination by a simple majority. If rejected, the nomination process recom- 
mences. 

Article VII 
Amendments and Adoption 

Section 1 . Amendment Proposal Amendments must be put to a vote of the 
Student Body upon securing majority approval from the Senate. 

Section 2. Amendment Approval Amendments to this Constitution must be 
approved by a three-fourths affirmative vote of the Student Body with at least 4% of 
the Student Body voting when the amendment is published at least one week prior 
to voting and when voting occurs during a regularly scheduled election. Other- 
wise, amendments may only be approved if at least 6% of the Student Body votes 
in the election. 

Section 3. Amendment to Bylaws Amendment Procedure Any changes 
to the amendment procedures for the Bylaws must follow the procedures for con- 
stitutional amendments. 

Section 4 . Adoption Adoption of this Constitution will immediately take place 
with the consent of two-thirds of voting Students, with at least 5% of the Student 
Body voting. All officers filling any office by election or by appointment at the 
time of ratification shall continue to exercise their powers and duties until their 
successors are selected in accordance with this Constitution or the measures en- 
acted pursuant thereto. The sitting student government at the time of ratification 
shall adopt operating procedures, election regulations, and such changes as may 
be necessary to adapt said student government to this Constitution by March 2015. 
This Constitution must not be amended prior to December 2015. 



11 



